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The Original Breed Standard?

One of the breed’s most significant 

guardians was Her Majesty, the 

Empress Tzu Hsi - photographed 

here in 1903.

The “Pearls Dropped from the Lips 

of Her Imperial Majesty, Dowager 

Empress of the Flowery Land of 

Confucius” give a marvellous 

insight into the Pekingese breed and 

the attitude of the Chinese Court 

towards its special little dogs ...



Let the Lion Dog be small;

Let it wear the swelling cape of dignity around its neck;

Let it bear the billowing standard of pomp above its back.

Let its face be black;

Let its forefront be shaggy;

Let its forehead be straight and low,

Like unto the brow of an Imperial harmony boxer.

Let its eyes be large and luminous;

Let its ears be set like the sails of a war junk;

Let its nose be like that of the Monkey God of the Hindus.

Let its forelegs be bent

So that it shall not desire to wander far,

Or leave the Imperial Precincts.



Let its body be shaped

Like that of the hunting lion spying for its prey;

Let its feet be tufted

With plentiful hair that its footfall may be soundless;

And for its standard of pomp,

Let it rival the whisk of the Tibetan yak,

Which is flourished to protect the Imperial litter

From the attacks of flying insects.

Let it be lively,

That it may afford entertainment by its gambols;

Let it be discreet

That it may not involve itself in danger;

Let it be friendly in its habits,

That it may live in amity with the other beasts,

Fishes, or bird that find protection in the Imperial Palace.

And for its colour

Let it be that of a lion - golden sable,

To be carried in the sleeve of a yellow robe,

Or the colour of a red bear

Or of a black bear, or a white bear, or striped like a dragon

So that there may be dogs appropriate to each of the Imperial robes.



Let it venerate its ancestors, and deposit offerings in the dog cemetery of the Forbidden City on each New Moon,

Let it comport itself with dignity, let it learn to bite the foreign devils instantly.

Let it be dainty in its food, that it shall be known as an Imperial dog by its fastidiousness.

Sharks’ fins and curlews’ livers and the breasts of quails, on these it may be fed.

And for drink, give it tea that is brewed from the spring buds of the shrub that grows in the province of Hankow,

Or the milk of the antelopes that pasture in the Imperial Parks.

Thus shall it preserve its integrity and self-respect; 

And for the day of sickness let it be anointed with the clarified fat of the leg of a sacred leopard 

And give it to drink a throstle’s eggshell full of the juice 

Of a custard apple in which has been dissolved three pinches 

Of shredded rhinoceros horn, and apply to it piebald  leeches.

So shall it remain - but if it die,

Remember, that thou too art mortal.



Studying “The Pearls” should 

remind us of the many years 

of history and tradition that lie 

behind the Pekingese breed.

When you judge a Pekingese, 

you are not just judging 

another dog … you are being 

privileged by having an 

audience with Royalty!

Please treat them with the 

reverence they deserve.



The Pekingese is one of the most 

difficult breeds of all to judge

• Why should this be?

• This no generic show dog - Breed Type 

revolves around several fundamentals that 

would be considered alien to the majority of 

“normal” breeds.

• Furthermore, the breed can only be assessed 

with a thorough “hands on” examination.



Is this really just a 

“head breed”?

• The head is, of course, of great 

importance, but no matter how 

exquisite the face is, the Pekingese 

has to have a body to match - it has 

the only breed standard that 

repeatedly uses the phrase “absolute 

soundness essential”.

• The Pekingese is no different from 

any other breed in that the most 

important aspect when judging it is 

OVERALL PICTURE.



Quality - the Difference Between 

Pottery and Porcelain!

• Quality should always be 

obvious in the Pekingese, this 

quality stemming from the open 

features of the massive head, 

the pear-shaped body, the 

glamorous - but never excessive 

- coat and the impression that 

the dog is solid, heavy and “all 

of a piece”.

• This dog is a classic example of 

a top quality Pekingese whose 

expression is exceptional, 

finished off with luxurious ear 

fringes.

Even with this amount of coat, it is 

almost possible to sense the 

substance of this dog.



The Breed Standard

• GENERAL APPEARANCE -

Small, well balanced, thick-

set with great dignity and 

quality. Any signs of 

respiratory distress under 

normal conditions are 

unacceptable and should be 

penalised.

• CHARACTERISTICS -

Leonine in appearance with 

alert and intelligent 

expression.

• TEMPERAMENT - Fearless, 

loyal, aloof, not timid or 

aggressive.



• The Pekingese is no different from 

any other breed in that the 

“General Appearance” section of 

the breed standard is of major 

importance. 

• Look for a small, thick-set dog that 

will be amazingly heavy when 

picked up; a dog with virtually no 

neck, a pear-shaped body, high 

tail-set and a coat which 

emphasises its body shape rather 

than masks it.

• The Pekingese should instantly 

appear to have a head that is 

massive for its size of body and its 

expression should be alert and 

intelligent. However this alertness 

is not the eager, necky “get at it” 

kind of temperament beloved of 

some breeds, but rather a quiet, 

dignified awareness.

• The “leonine appearance” comes 

from the basic shape of the dog -

like a lion, with a well developed 

mane, emphasising its width and 

bulk in front,  and much lighter 

hindquarters.

• Whilst the Pekingese  should be 

aloof, it should never appear 

slightly  timid or aggressive. It 

should be utterly fearless however.

• True temperament will be seen 

when the dog gaits - sedately, noble 

and proud with its tail held high 

over its back.



• HEAD AND SKULL - Head large, proportionately wider than deep. Skull 

broad, wide and flat between ears; not domed, wide between eyes. 

• Nose short and broad, nostrils large and open. A wrinkle, either continuous or 

broken, should extend from the cheeks to the bridge of the nose in a wide 

inverted ‘V’. This should not adversely affect or obscure eyes or nose. Pinched 

nostrils and heavy over-nose wrinkles are unacceptable and should be heavily 

penalised. 

• Muzzle wide with firm underjaw. Profile flat with nose well up between eyes. 

Pronounced stop. Black pigment essential on nose, lips and eye-rims. 



• The old standard used the word 

“massive” to describe the head but 

this was dropped when 

exaggerations were eliminated in 

the interests of health. However, 

many purists believe that this is to 

the detriment of maintaining Type 

as a “massive” head is far more 

descriptive than a head which is 

simply “large”, and as a 

consequence there has been the 

tendency to find smaller heads 

becoming more acceptable. Ideally 

judges should still be looking for 

heads that they consider 

“massive”.

• The Pekingese head is wide and 

shallow and can be described as 

“envelope shaped” - if you know 

what size and shape envelope is 

being referred to!

• Look for width and shallowness and feel 

the depth of the head by using both hands -

extended black masks can appear to 

deepen a face.

• In the days before political correctness, the 

phrase “negroid nostrils” was included in 

the old standard. Still the breed should 

have a nose leather that is large and the 

nostrils should be wide and flaring. 

Pinched nostrils are quite untypical and 

will never create the correct expression.

• Black pigment should be present in the 

nose, lips and eye rims, but the Pekingese 

standard does not require either a black 

mask or even muzzle.

• The question of wrinkle has long been a 

source of debate, some fanciers preferring 

a heavier wrinkle than others. The broken 

wrinkle, often seen in years past, is now 

rare but still wholly acceptable.



Different Over-Nose Wrinkles –

but Which are Acceptable ?



Although born in 1952, Ch. Caversham Ku Ku of Yam is still considered the 

model for the breed. His head demonstrates so clearly the required head and 

expression of the Pekingese

EYES - Large, clear, round, dark and lustrous. Free 

from obvious eye problems.

EARS - Leather heart-shaped, set level with the skull, 

carried close to the head and not coming below line of 

muzzle. Long, profuse feathering.

MOUTH - Level lips, must not show teeth or tongue. 

Firm underjaw essential.

This study of Ku Ku illustrates a classic head -

note particularly the lip-to-lip placement, with 

superb underjaw, the flat topskull, the bridge 

of the nose set level with a line between the 

centres of the large, round eyes and the 

general sense of a massive head with open 

features.



• The eyes of the Pekingese are 

vitally important to creating the 

typical expression. They should be 

large, round and full - liquid pools 

of fire in which you could drown! -

yet not prominent or bolting, and 

never showing the whites which 

will give a wild expression.

• The ears are set on high, level with 

the topskull and should be carried 

slightly forward and close to the 

head. The inner edge of the ear is 

well fringed and these fringes 

should help in framing the whole 

face, enhancing the “envelope” 

appearance.

• Low-set ears will give a doleful 

expression and make the topskull 

appear rounded rather than flat.

• Flying ears - usually too small -

create an undignified look.

• The layout of the facial features is very 

important in achieving the correct 

expression. The bridge of the nose should 

coincide with a line drawn between the 

centres of the eyes.

• The mouth of the Pekingese should be 

undershot and the underjaw both deep 

enough and prominent enough to give a 

distinctly arrogant expression. The lip 

placement is important, and the upper and 

lower lips should meet perfectly.

• Whilst the padding of the muzzle should be 

full and well-cushioned, this should not 

appear too much so as a “lippy” 

appearance is quite untypical.

• When judging the breed, do not wrestle 

with the mouth - gently lifting up the lips 

with both thumbs should confirm if a 

mouth is wry or otherwise malformed. If 

the mouth appears acceptable externally, it 

is not necessary to examine the mouth.



The Complex Pekingese Front

FOREQUARTERS - Short, thick, heavily boned forelegs. Bones of 

forelegs slightly bowed between pasterns and elbows.

Shoulders laid back and fitting smoothly into the body. Elbows should be 

close to the body.

FEET - Large and flat, not round. Standing well up on feet, not on 

pasterns. Front feet slightly turned out. Hind feet pointing straight ahead.



• The front is one of the most difficult 

aspects of the breed for many judges to 

recognise and appreciate. The huge 

rib spring is such that the short 

forelegs wrap around them but not 

extremely.

• Whilst the forelegs are slightly bowed 

from pastern to elbow, this should 

never be excessive. There should 

always be good width between the 

forefeet.

• Many Pekingese are loose in elbow or 

shoulder and this will contribute to 

general unsoundness of the front.

• Remember that the forelegs must be 

heavily boned - thick, chunky legs 

“like tree trunks”, leading to large flat 

feet.

• The Pekingese should however stand 

well up on its feet and not down on its 

pasterns, the forefeet turning slightly 

out.

• When examining the front it is 

advisable to determine the lowness 

to ground of the Pekingese by 

checking how much distance there 

is between the base of the ribcage 

and the ground. 

• The breed should be low-slung and 

consequently too much daylight 

underneath the dog will detract 

from its typical body shape.

• Remember that hair can hide a 

multitude of sins, and long forelegs, 

straight forelegs and light bone 

need to be felt for.

• The width of the forechest should 

always be checked, and in most 

adult Pekingese of average size it 

should be possible to spread a well-

spanned hand between the forelegs 

and feel a good handful of front.



• NECK - Short and thick.

• BODY - Short, heavier in front than rear, with 

a distinct waist. Broad chest and well sprung 

ribs slung between forelegs. Level topline.



• The Pekingese neck should be as 

short as possible, so much so that 

the head appears to almost sit on 

the shoulders.

• A Pekingese should never be 

described as “necky” and the 

shortness of neck will be 

emphasised by the profuse mane of 

hair. Standing above the dog, 

running both hands down the neck 

on to the shoulders and down to the 

front will reveal how short - or not 

- the neck is. It will also help 

ascertain any slackness of elbows 

or shoulders.

• The hands-on should continue by 

spanning the ribs with both hands. 

This should reveal exceptional 

spring of rib, with the ribcage 

extending well back to a very neat 

and well defined waist.

• The body of the Pekingese can be 

likened to a concrete pear - this 

describes the shape and the solidity. 

• Topline is also very important. Whilst 

the standard calls for a topline that is 

level, it also requires the ribcage to 

be slung between the forelegs.

• This means effectively that the 

Pekingese is a dog between its legs, 

rather than on top of them.

• The topline should be firm and level, 

but when handling there should be a 

certain flexibility in the spine over the 

rib area - and this does not mean a 

sway back.

• A major fault and great deviation 

from type is the roach back which 

completely changes the body, and is 

often accompanied by slab-sides.



Pekingese Hindquarters

HINDQUARTERS - Hind legs lighter than forelegs, 

with moderate angulation and definition of stifles. 

Firm hocks. When viewed from the rear, legs are 

reasonably close and parallel. Absolute soundness 

essential.



• The Pekingese hindquarters are 

considerably lighter than its 

forequarters - lighter in bone and 

musculation. 

• It is the imbalance between front 

and rear - coupled with correct 

body shape - that creates the 

rolling action of the breed.

• The hindquarters should not be as 

straight as the Chow Chow, for 

example, but the angulation is 

minimal, the upper and lower 

thighs being relatively short, and 

this tends to raise the rear 

somewhat and help create the high 

tailset. 

• The Pekingese stands rather close 

behind, but this should be from a 

general narrowness rather than 

cow hocks as the hind legs should 

always appear parallel.

• The breed is not renowned for its 

wonderfully sound rears, and 

common in the breed are slipping 

patellas and loose hocks which lack 

any semblance of firmness.

• Whilst the Pekingese does not have 

“rear drive” as such, it needs to be 

soundly made behind so that its 

hindquarters can produce the 

“scissor action” that is required.

• The lightness of the Pekingese 

hindquarters should not be 

mistaken for an absence of muscle 

tone, but a Pekingese that is 

muscle-bound, with great hammy 

thighs, will undoubtedly prove to be 

incorrectly constructed for the 

breed and move accordingly.



The All-Important Gait and 

Movement

• Slow, dignified, rolling gait in front. Typical 

movement not be confused with a roll caused 

by slackness of shoulders.

• Close action behind. 

• Soundness in forequarters, hindquarters and 

movement is of the utmost importance.

• Remember that the Pekingese should not be 

built to race around the ring!



• The correct action of the Pekingese 

has to be seen to be appreciated, 

and it will never be seen at speed!

• The typical rolling gait is created 

by combining the correct body 

shape - think concrete pear - with 

heavy, slightly bowed forelegs and 

straighter, slighter hindquarters.

• To visualise correct gait, think of a 

rugby forward - leading with one 

shoulder, and then the other.

• The bow of the foreleg will result in 

the Pekingese appearing to lower 

slightly on one side as it moves 

forward and this creates the 

impression of rocking, or rolling.

• This should never be confused with 

the disjointed action that comes 

from dogs being loose in shoulder 

or elbow.

• The straighter, lighter hindquarters 

should move in a scissor-like 

action, neatly co-ordinating with 

the front and this produces the 

typical Pekingese gait.

• Pekingese movement is not, 

however, just about movement but 

rather incorporates carriage which 

is so very much a part of the breed.

• When the Pekingese moves it 

should be apparent that its entire 

body is “all of a piece”, the neck is 

barely visible and the tail set high, 

carried in a slight curve over the 

back, dropping to one side - it is 

not called for to have the tail 

carried dead-centre along the 

spine.

• When gaiting the Pekingese must 

display great dignity and self-

confidence.



The Pekingese Coat and Tail

• COAT - Long, straight, with 

profuse mane extending beyond 

shoulders, forming a cape around 

neck; top coat coarse with thick, 

softer undercoat.

• Feathering on ears, back of legs, 

tail and toes. 

• Length and volume of coat 

should not obscure the 

shapeliness of the body.

• TAIL - Set high, carried tightly, 

slightly curved over back to 

either side. Long feathering.

The Pekingese is not a case of “the 

more coat, the better”!



• The Pekingese coat is the icing on 

the cake. It should enhance and 

compliment the body shape and not 

hide it.

• There should be a profuse mane 

around the neck which extends 

beyond the shoulders, the top coat 

being coarse and having a softer 

undercoat. This will create a cape 

that appears to stand off and 

emphasise the “leonine” shape.

• The ears, the back of the legs, tail 

and toes should be well feathered, 

but the main body coat should not 

appear to stand off so that the dog 

looks like a walking footstool! 

• The Pekingese coat should be 

impeccably groomed but never 

scissored. Sculpting and barbering 

destroy the softness of the 

Pekingese lines.

• The Pekingese tail is high set - and 

it is virtually impossible to have a 

tail that is too high set. 

• It is carried tightly in a gentle 

curve over the back, and will drop 

naturally to one side. Tails carried 

centrally along the spine are not 

natural and seldom found.

• Some tails will have small kinks 

towards the end; the standard has 

never mentioned this but some 

breeders consider them to be a 

major fault. However, in an 

otherwise outstanding dog, it would 

be short-sighted to allow such a 

relatively minor failing to blind a 

judge to the dog’s other virtues.

• Remember that tail carriage is the 

best indicator of temperament, and 

that carriage should always 

suggest “fearless”.



Colour in the Pekingese

COLOUR - All colours and markings are permissible and of equal merit, except 

albino and liver.

Parti-colours should be evenly broken.

And remember - nowhere does the Standard call for a black 

muzzle or mask!

When judging the “colours”, the conclusion should not be “It’s 

good for a white/black/particolour”, but the question asked “Is it 

good for a PEKINGESE?”



• When there is so much else to 

remember in the Pekingese 

standard, it is just as well that 

colour is of little importance.

• All colours are acceptable with the 

exception of albino or liver, neither 

of which are ever seen in the show 

ring.

• Judges should remind themselves 

that neither a black muzzle nor a 

black mask are called for in the 

breed standard - it simply demands 

that black pigment is essential in 

the nose, lips and eye rims.

• Far too many judges overlook self-

coloured Pekingese and as a result 

their numbers are dwindling at dog 

shows internationally, as more and 

more judges seem incapable of  

appreciating anything that does not 

have a black face!

• It should also be remembered that all 

colours should compete on a level 

playing field.

• The minority colours - blacks, whites 

and particolours - tend to be poor 

relations up against the more 

numerous and popular fawns, reds and 

brindles, but just as these colours 

should be given equal consideration, 

they should not be given special 

dispensation.

• Oftentimes judges - especially breeder-

judges - will be indulgent of the 

minority colours,  but they should not 

be judging these as an example of the 

colour, rather they should be 

considering their merits as a 

Pekingese.

• Particolours should be evenly broken -

so a black with a white shirt-front, for 

example, should not be considered a 

particolour.



Size In the Pekingese

• Ideal weight not 

exceeding 11 lbs (5 kg) for 

dogs and 12 lbs (5.5 kg) 

for bitches. Dogs should 

look small but be 

surprisingly heavy when 

picked up; heavy bone and 

a sturdy, well-built body 

are essentials of the breed.

The Pekingese should 

always “pick up heavy” -

if it does not, it cannot be 

typical.



• The secret of a good Pekingese is 

that it picks up heavy - ALWAYS. 

There are no exceptions. When you 

pick up a Pekingese, you should 

almost stagger under the weight, 

which should always come as a 

surprise.

• The Pekingese is a SMALL breed, 

but it has amazing substance for its 

size, that substance coming from 

heavy bone and a solid body.

• Many Pekingese may look right for 

size, but when picked up are light 

and flimsy. Such dogs lack one of 

the essentials of the breed.

• Remember that, in an ideal world, 

the Pekingese male is smaller than 

the bitch - but both should still look 

like their sex, regardless of size.

• Small males can still look butch, 

rather than pretty.

• When judging the breed, it is essential 

to  pick the Pekingese up and ascertain 

its weight.

• The dog’s weight  should always come 

as a surprise - being much heavier 

than anticipated.

• When you hold a Pekingese in the 

palm of your hand (supporting the 

ribcage), you should also be able to 

determine the distribution of its 

weight.

• Due to the body shape, the bulk of the 

weight of the Pekingese should be in 

the dog’s forehand, and a well made 

dog will sit safely on the hand as its 

centre of gravity is so forward-placed.

• In years gone by it was customary for 

judges to pick up Pekingese, not only 

to evaluate weight but also to study the 

facial details at close quarters.



A Benchmark in Quality who 

Changed the Breed

• American & Canadian Ch 

St.Aubrey Laparata Dragon 

was born in England but as a 

puppy his great potential was 

spotted by the late Nigel 

Aubrey Jones who, with his 

partner R. William Taylor, took 

him across the Atlantic where 

he founded a dynasty and 

literally changed the breed.

• Dragon had “the look” and 

represented all that is finest in 

the breed.



The Crufts Best in Show winner,

Ch. Yakee A Dangerous Liaison, as painted by Stuart Mallard



THE END

Queen Victoria’s 

“Looty”, who 

died in 1872


